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AN ACT in relation to nmunicipalities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Miunicipal Code is anended by

changing Sections 7-1-3 and 7-1-4 as foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/7-1-3) (fromCh. 24, par. 7-1-3)

Sec. 7-1-3. After the filing of the petition but not |ess
than 5 days prior to the date fixed for the hearing, any
interested person may file wth the <circuit <clerk his
objections (1) that the territory described in the petition
or ordinance, as the case may be, is not contiguous to the
annexing municipality, (2) that the petition is not signed by
the requisite nunber of electors or property owners of
record, (3) that the description of the territory contai ned
in the petition or ordinance, as the case my be, 1is
i nadequate, of (4) that the objector's land is |located on the
peri meter of such territory, that he does not desire
annexation, and that exclusion of his land will not destroy
the contiguity of such described property with the annexing

municipality, or (5) that the objector does not desire

annexation, and that exclusion of all or a specifically

descri bed portion of the objector's land will not destroy the

contiguity of the territory that is proposed to be annexed

with the annexing municipality, provided that the objector

may al so or instead propose the annexation of other territory

owned by the objector in order to maintain contiquity.

(Source: Laws 1967, p. 3740.)

(65 ILCS 5/7-1-4) (fromCh. 24, par. 7-1-4)
Sec. 7-1-4. The cause shall be heard w thout further

pl eadi ngs. At the hearing the objector may be heard in person
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or by counsel.

Prior to hearing evidence on the wvalidity of the
annexation petition or ordinance, the court shall hear and
determ ne any objection under sub-paragraph (4) or (5) of
Section 7-1-3. If the court is satisfied that such objection
is wvalid, it shall order the petition or ordinance to be
anmended to elimnate such objector's land fromthe territory

sought to be annexed or to otherwi se alter the boundaries of

the territory to be annexed in accordance with that Section.

Thereafter upon this heari ng t he only matter for
determ nation shall be the wvalidity of the annexation
petition or ordinance, as the case nmay be, and the deci sion
of the court shall be final. Al petitions shall be supported
by an affidavit of one or nore of the petitioners, or sone
one on their behalf, that the signatures on the petition
represent a mpjority of the property owners of record of |and
inthe territory described and a majority of the electors of
the territory therein described. Petitions so verified shal
be accepted as prima facie evidence of such facts. |If the
court finds that (1) the annexation petition is not signed by
the requisite nunber of electors or property owners of
record; or (2) that the described property is not contiguous
to the annexing nunicipality; or (3) that the descriptionis
materially defective; or (4) that the petition or ordinance,
as the case may be, is otherwise invalid, the court shal
dism ss the petition or ordinance, as the case may be.

But if the court finds that the petition or ordi nance, as
the case may be, is valid, the court shall (1) enter an order
describing the territory to be annexed, (2) find that the
petition or ordinance, as the case may be, conforns to this
Article, and (3) direct that the question of annexation be
submtted to the corporate authorities of the annexing
muni ci pal ity or to the electors of the unincorporated

territory, as the case may be, for final action. A certified
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copy of the order of the court directing that the question of
annexation be submtted to the corporate authorities shall be
sent to the clerk of the annexing nunicipality.

Appeal s shall lie fromany final order of the court as in
other civil actions.

(Source: P.A 81-448.)
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